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Riley Awards Grant for Domestic Violence Victims in Russell County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $58,045 grant to a Phenix City-based organization that helps domestic violence victims in Russell County
The grant will enable the Crisis Center of Russell County to continue providing support services for abused women and their children. 

 “Professional support and assistance can save victims’ lives,” Riley said. “I commend the Crisis Center for providing compassionate, timely support to victims in Russell County.”

Services offered by the center include safe shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, counseling and a weekly support group session to help victims build positive self-esteem.  An advocate is employed to assist victims during court proceedings.

In addition to helping victims, the organization educates the public about the dangers and effects of domestic violence through speaking engagements at churches and clubs and presentations at area schools. It also offers training classes on how to help domestic violence victims for law enforcement officers, medical personnel and volunteers.  

From July 2005 to July 2006 the center sheltered 55 women and 22 children and received 1,029 calls to its crisis line.

Riley notified David Bass, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $14,511 will supplement the grant. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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