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Riley Grant Will Help Youth in Talladega County

Avoid Drugs, Violence
MONTGOMERY—Troubled youth in Talladega County will get help in avoiding lives filled with drugs and violence thanks to a $50,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grant will help the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement continue providing the Turning Point program for youth ages 11-17 who have poor school attendance, poor grades or have been referred to the program by juvenile courts and their parents. The 10-week program will be held in Sylacauga and Talladega. 
“Guidance and positive role models are essential in helping youth learn to make positive choices and resist peer pressure,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program that gives young people this guidance and helps parents deal with problem behaviors more effectively.”
Youth complete the Life Skills curriculum as part of the program. The curriculum uses demonstrations and role-playing exercises to help participants resist drugs and alcohol, learn problem solving skills and develop a positive outlook. 
While their children are learning life skills, parents complete Parent Project, a curriculum that teaches them how to deal effectively with children who display violent, destructive or defiant behavior. Used nationally for more than 10 years, the curriculum teaches parents strategies to identify, prevent and intervene in adolescent problem behaviors.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Margaret Morton, executive director of the alliance, that the grant had been approved. 
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