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Riley Awards $50,000 for Drug and Violence Prevention Program for Youth in Geneva County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $50,000 grant to help youth in Geneva County avoid drugs and violence.
The Alfred Saliba Family Services Center will use the grant to continue offering the Supportive Opportunities for Success program in the county. The program helps youth and their parents recognize and avoid behaviors that commonly lead to drug abuse and violence. 
“Drugs and violence can easily destroy once-promising futures,” Riley said. “I commend the Family Services Center for helping students develop strategies to live lives free of drugs and crime.”
Parents and their children attend separate courses as part of the program. Parents complete the Parent Project, a program that teaches parents how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who display violent, destructive or defiant behavior. Used nationally for more than 10 years, the curriculum teaches parents strategies to identify, prevent and intervene in adolescent problem behaviors.

Youth complete the Positive Action curriculum designed to help them decrease negative behaviors and improve academic performance. Students learn how to build self-esteem, get along with others, resolve conflict and set positive goals. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Linda O’Connell, executive director of the Family Services Center, that the grant had been approved. 
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