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Riley Awards Grant to Keep Calhoun County Youths
Out of Trouble 
MONTGOMERY—Perhaps the best way to help a child in trouble is to prevent the child from getting into trouble in the first place.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the Calhoun County Commission to help families of youths who exhibit tendencies that could lead to substance abuse, violence or other harmful behaviors.  The grant will be used by the county sheriff’s office to fund the Locate, Intervene, Network and Change program (LINC), which strives to connect people to services prior to a child’s involvement in criminal activities.

“The earlier we can offer guidance to a child who must make tough decisions about which path to follow, the more likely that child will make the right choice,” Riley said.  “I commend Calhoun County officials for making this vital service available.”

The LINC program offers 24-hour on-call support, parent training and assistance through the Parent Project and Parenting Wisely courses, and counseling services provided by a licensed clinician.

According to program officials, LINC has provided services to almost 2,000 troubled youths and their families since 1999.  Officials site studies that conclude better than 70 percent of the youths that participate in LINC are not charged later with criminal offenses.

Riley notified Rudy Abbott, chairman of the Calhoun County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
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