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Riley Awards Grant for Drug Prevention in Jefferson County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $50,000 grant to help troubled teens in Jefferson County avoid futures filled with drugs and violence.

The grant will help the Center for Families in Jefferson County provide an educational program for teens who have poor school attendance and grades or have committed minor nonviolent crimes. Teens and their parents are referred to the program, called Teen Connection, by school systems, juvenile court and community agencies. 

“Drugs and violence can quickly destroy lives and families,” Riley said. “I commend the Center for Families for its efforts to guide these young participants toward positive and productive futures.”

Youth attend group sessions where they learn how to develop positive relationships with others and resolve conflict peacefully. Participants also learn of the harmful effects of drug abuse and ways to avoid drugs.  Parents attend separate group sessions where they learn how to set boundaries for their children and how to respond to problem behaviors effectively. 


The center also provides follow-up services for families after they complete the group sessions. These services include counseling, assistance in setting goals and referrals to community agencies that offer additional assistance. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Sue Barrett, assistant executive director of the center, that the grant had been approved.
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