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Riley Grant Will Help Child Abuse Victims in Russell County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to an organization that assists victims of child abuse in Russell County.
The $46,452 grant will help the Russell County Child Advocacy Center continue providing services to young victims of physical or sexual abuse, including psychological evaluations, counseling, and referrals to agencies that offer additional help.
“Trauma from abuse is devastating for victims and their families,” Riley said. “I commend the Child Advocacy Center for making professional help available in a timely manner to victims in Russell County.”
Specially trained staff members conduct investigative interviews with victims in a child-friendly environment. The interviews are videotaped and used by several agencies involved in abuse investigations, eliminating the need for victims to recount their painful experiences multiple times.

The center also provides a family advocate to support victims and their families through judicial proceedings.  The advocate accompanies victims to court proceedings and refers victims and family members not involved in the abuse to support groups.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Jeff Stillwell, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $11,613 will supplement the grant.

--30--




Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Doni  M. Ingram


Acting Director








State of Alabama








