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Riley Awards Grant to Help Autauga County Youths

“PASS” on Drugs
MONTGOMERY— A non-profit Autauga County organization dedicated to the reduction of drug use, violence and other dangerous behaviors among adolescents has been awarded a $45,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley.

The grant will enable Peers Are Staying Straight: The Noble Idea Inc. (PASS) to continue several successful juvenile programs that steer youths from substance abuse and violence, primarily targeting the use of alcohol and prescription drugs.

“PASS’s innovative methods are helping Autauga County children become drug-free and productive citizens,” Riley said.  “This grant will help PASS continue to shed light on a brighter future for young people.”
PASS is a coalition of community partners that includes law enforcement agencies, the education system, businesses, civic groups, churches and parents who work together to stimulate drug-free attitudes among youths.

PASS has established the Autauga County Teen Court, a pre-trial diversion program for juveniles committing misdemeanor offenses, and the Autauga County Truancy Prevention Program, which aims at assuring that all students attend school on a regular basis.  PASS also conducts the Independent Decision drug-testing program which rewards students who choose to live drug-free lifestyles.

Riley notified Jeremy Arthur, chairman of the PASS board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
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