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Riley Awards $30,000 to Help Tuscaloosa Children

Avoid Drug Use with “PRIDE”
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $30,000 grant to a Tuscaloosa nonprofit organization to encourage youths to stay away from drugs and violence.

PRIDE of Tuscaloosa will use the funds to continue its Character And Mentoring Partnerships program.  Through CAMP, relationships are formed between elementary school students and high school students who are positive role models.
“Children need someone to look up to who can show them the value of good character and clean living,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of PRIDE of Tuscaloosa to help children grow into healthy and productive adults.”

CAMP trains volunteer high school students to serve as mentors for elementary school students.  Through these one-on-one relationships, the older students foster the development of positive character traits in their younger partners and outline the dangers of using drugs.

The volunteers also use art, music, story-telling and skits to deliver the drug-free message.  After-school programs and community service projects help reinforce the lessons.
Riley notified Tim Morton, president of PRIDE’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
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