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Riley Awards Grant for Drug Task Force in Talladega County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $160,000 to the Talladega County Commission to help a specialized unit sustain its fight against illegal drugs.
The Talladega County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force will use the grant to continue investigating drug-related cases and prosecuting drug offenders in the county.
“Illegal drugs destroy lives and threaten health and safety in our communities,” Riley said. “This task force sends a strong message that the distribution, sale and use of illegal drugs will not be tolerated and those who break the law will be caught and punished.”
The task force’s efforts are focused on reducing the manufacture, distribution and sale of methamphetamine as well as the distribution and sale of crack cocaine and marijuana. Agents follow up on leads from informants and the task force’s tip hotline, conduct surveillance and undercover investigations on suspected drug offenders and investigate violent crimes related to drugs. 
Task force member agencies include the Talladega County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the police departments of Lincoln, Oak Grove, Sylacauga and Talladega.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley notified Jimmy Roberson, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $160,000 have been committed to the task force.
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