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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Illegal Drugs in Etowah County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $160,000 to help a specialized task force continue its battle against illegal drugs in Etowah County.
The Etowah County Drug Enforcement Unit will use the grant to continue investigating, arresting and prosecuting drug offenders. The task force is responsible for investigating all felony narcotic crimes in the county.
“By combining personnel, equipment and intelligence gathering, the Drug Enforcement Unit has been successful in tracking down and prosecuting those who sell and distribute drugs,” Riley said. “I commend the unit for its efforts to protect Etowah County communities from the menace of illegal drugs.”
The unit was created in October 2005 when the Etowah County Sheriff’s Office Drug and Major Crimes Task Force and the Gadsden Police Department Narcotics Division combined efforts and resources to fight illegal drugs. The unit’s 12 agents conduct investigations targeting the manufacture and distribution of methamphetamine and the distribution of crack cocaine and marijuana. The task force also works with doctors and pharmacies to combat prescription-drug fraud. 

In an effort to dismantle large drug trafficking networks, the task force participates in joint investigations with state and federal agencies as well as drug task forces in other counties.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley notified Tim Choate, County Commission chairman, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $160,000 have been committed to the unit.
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