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Riley Grant will Aid Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Covington County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $152,000 to the Covington County Commission to support a specialized task force in its fight against the sale and use of illegal drugs in the county. 

The grant will help the 22nd Judicial Drug Task Force continue its work investigating, arresting and prosecuting drug offenders.

“This pooling of resources and personnel by law enforcement agencies has proven effective in the fight against illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I am pleased to join the task force in sending a strong message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our communities.”

The unit conducts aggressive investigations targeting the manufacture and use of methamphetamine and the distribution of cocaine and marijuana. Since its start in 2000, the unit has made more than 2,000 drug-related arrests and has recorded a 99.9 percent conviction rate. 

In addition to investigations, the task force conducts a community education program about the dangers of methamphetamine and how to recognize a clandestine methamphetamine lab.

The unit is made up of personnel from the district attorney’s office, the Covington County Sheriff’s Office and the police departments of Andalusia and Opp.  The cities of Florala, Lockhart, Red Level and River Falls contribute monetary and logistical support to the task force.

Riley notified Gregory White, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $50,666 will supplement the award.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant, which was awarded by Riley from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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