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Riley Awards $130,904 to Help

Domestic Violence Victims in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to support a Tuscaloosa-based nonprofit group that assists victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. 
The $130,904 grant will help Turning Point continue assisting sexual assault victims in Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties and to serve victims of both sexual assault and domestic violence in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties. 

 “Timely, professional help is vital for victims when they begin the healing process,” Riley said. “I commend Turning Point for offering a helping hand to victims in west Alabama at a time they need it most.”
Turning Point provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, a six-bedroom emergency shelter, counseling programs, support groups and referrals to other social-service agencies. Advocates at the center accompany victims to court appearances and help them understand legal proceedings. 

The organization also conducts community awareness programs to help prevent future abuse. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the award. 

Riley informed Pauline Mills, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $32,726 will supplement the grant.
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