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Riley Grant Will Assist West Alabama Domestic Violence Victims
MONTGOMERY—Assistance will continue to be available for domestic violence victims in five west Alabama counties thanks in part to a $120,830 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The grant will go to Harriet’s House, a nonprofit group that helps victims in Choctaw, Clarke, Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties. 
“Professional assistance plays a big role in helping victims rebuild their lives after they escape abusive relationships,” Riley said. “I commend Harriet’s House for providing this vital help in west Alabama.”
The organization provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, a 16-bed shelter and support groups for victims and their children. The shelter also provides transportation to and from work and appointments for victims.

Harriet’s House has developed relationships with area law enforcement agencies, county governments, health-care providers to ensure victims receive adequate aid. The center puts victims in contact with other organizations that can help them find housing, develop job skills and get financial assistance.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 

Riley informed Kelley Barnes, chairwoman of the organization’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $30,207 will supplement the award.
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