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Riley Awards $100,000 to Keep Law Enforcement Officers Informed About Illegal Drug Activity in Southwest Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—A special law enforcement agency based in Mobile will keep other agencies across 12 southwest Alabama counties updated on the activities of illegal drug traffickers thanks to a grant from Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley has awarded $100,000 to support the continued operation of the South Alabama Narcotics Intelligence Program.  Program members gather information on the identity and methods of traffickers in the region in an attempt to stop drug distribution, prevent violence and arrest offenders.  Information is shared with law enforcement agencies in Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Dallas, Escambia, Marengo, Mobile, Monroe, Perry, Washington and Wilcox counties.

“Curtailing illegal drug activities also reduces the overall level of crime experienced by Alabama communities,” Riley said. “This grant will ensure the commendable work of the intelligence program continues to keep law enforcement officials on top of the flow of illegal drugs.”

SANIP works with local, state, regional and federal officials in detecting new developments in drugs and drug distribution.  The unit publishes a bulletin called Trends three times a year to inform other area law enforcement agencies of intelligence gathered on drug-related activities.  Agents also work to reduce murder, robbery and other drug-related violent offenses.

Riley notified Juan Chastang, president of the Mobile County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $11,111 have been committed to the program.
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