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	September 29, 2006
Governor Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Use of Alternative Fuels
MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley is helping to promote biodiesel and ethanol as clean-burning alternative fuels in the state.

On Friday, the Governor announced a grant of $24,990 that will be used to encourage fuel retailers and fleet managers to offer biodiesel and ethanol fuels to motorists. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System, which received the grant, will also use the funding to conduct workshops and encourage other agencies to use the alternative fuels in their vehicles.

“As President Bush noted during his visit to Alabama this week, alternative fuels reduce our dependence on foreign oil and create additional markets for American farmers,” said Governor Riley. “Biofuels can be both a boost for our economy and a safeguard for our environment.”

During a visit to Hoover on Thursday, President Bush and Governor Riley praised the city for using E85 as fuel for 137 city-owned vehicles. E85 is 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline. At the Hoover Public Safety Center, the two visited the city’s E85 pumping station where vehicles can fuel up.

Governor Riley said the State Motor Pool will break ground on a similar facility early next year so all state agencies based in Montgomery will have immediate access to E85 for their vehicles. Currently, 125 vehicles in the State Motor Pool can operate on E85.

Biodiesel is produced from soybean and other crops that produce oil and can be used in conventional compression–ignition engines like diesels without engine modifications. Ethanol is a distilled alcohol-based fuel that is derived from starch crops like corn. Ethanol is mixed with gasoline to fuel vehicles. 

Funding for the grant was made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic Affairs’ Energy, Weatherization and Technology division is administering the grant and aiding in course development. 
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For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/
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