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Riley Awards Grant for Drug Treatment Program in Prisons 
MONTGOMERY—In an effort to address the link between illegal drug use and other criminal activity, Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $665,670 grant for a drug rehabilitation program for state inmates. 
The Alabama Department of Corrections will use the funds to support a substance abuse treatment program. The six-month program is conducted at eight prisons.

“Inmates often are behind bars because they committed criminal acts to support drug habits,” Riley said. “This program provides a realistic opportunity for many inmates to break drug habits and become productive citizens when released from prison.” 
Prisoners who enroll in the program are required to undergo drug testing throughout their imprisonment. 
Sixty-six percent of the males and 68 percent of the females tested at the Birmingham city jail in 2003 tested positive for drugs. The study was conducted by a research team from the University of Chicago and authorized by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The study included interviews with prisoners and was designed to gauge the relationship between drugs and crime.  The Justice Department also is providing the state with funds for this substance abuse treatment grant.
Riley notified state Prison Commissioner Richard F. Allen that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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