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Riley Awards Grant to Expand Fort Payne Recycling 
MONTGOMERY— Recycling will soon be a little easier and a lot more convenient for many residents in DeKalb County. 
Gov. Bob Riley awarded the city of Fort Payne a $9,083 grant to expand its recycling program to the Mentone area. 
“Although we are blessed with an abundance of natural resources in our state, Alabamians are well aware of the importance of reusing materials,” Riley said. “Recycling not only helps to put resources back to work, but it reduces our need for landfills.”
Fort Payne will purchase recycling bins, signage and other materials necessary to provide a successful recycling program for Mentone. The expansion will make recycling more convenient and economical for about 5,000 additional people, including residents in Valley Head and Hammondville. The program also could be extended later to other areas of the county. 
Fort Payne, which has one of the largest municipal recycling programs in the state, began its program in the 1990s using waste products from local textile mills. The city opened a recycling center in 2000, taking in paper, aluminum and plastic, plastic foam, batteries and used motor oil. The city also recycles sludge generated at its wastewater plant and maintains onsite recycling of other materials at its landfill. 
Riley notified Mayor William H. Jordan that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $2,271 in local funding for the project. 

The grant was made available through funding provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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