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Riley Announces $50,000 to Build Interpretive Center 

at Hays Nature Preserve
MONTGOMERY—Visitors to Madison County’s Hays Nature Preserve will soon have a central place to learn more about ecology and activities at the preserve thanks to a grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The city of Huntsville will use the $50,000 grant to construct a building to house an interpretive center, restrooms and offices at the preserve. Huntsville’s Department of Recreation and Landscape Management manages the property.
“The activities available at Hays Nature Preserve will not only improve the health and quality of life for residents, but also provide a valuable educational experience,” Riley said. “I commend city officials for planning a new building to serve as a gateway to exploring this beautiful part of Madison County.”

The building will serve as an information center for visitors to learn about the recreational activities available at the preserve. The activities offered include hiking, canoeing, jogging, horseback riding and bird watching.

City officials say that through an interpretive center, they can offer many types of educational tours and programs about the area’s ecology and natural history. The interpretive center also will focus on watershed education because the preserve is in a watershed area.

The J.D. and Annie S. Hays Nature Preserve is located along the Flint River a few miles east of Huntsville in U.S. 431.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Interior’s Land and Water Conservation Fund. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer of the grant’s approval. The city is providing the required 50 percent match of $50,000 for the project.
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