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Riley Grant will Boost Worker Skills at Outdoor Furniture Plant

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $50,000 grant to help workers at a plant in Randolph County learn additional job skills and improve their earning potential.

The grant will enable 80 workers at the Meadowcraft/Plantation Patterns Inc. manufacturing center in Wadley to learn techniques that will help the company increase its market share by improving production. The company manufactures wrought-iron outdoor patio furniture sold throughout the United States. Meadowcraft will contribute $56,071 toward the training costs. 

“Workers who are trained in the latest methods of efficient production help their companies remain competitive in today’s fast-paced economy,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these Alabama workers learn valuable new job skills.”

Workers will learn leadership and management skills and will be trained in LEAN manufacturing, a technique that eliminates waste during production. Meadowcraft officials say the skills learned in training will streamline production and increase the company’s profits by reducing production costs.

The Alabama Technology Network Center of Alexander City will provide the training over a 12-month period. 

In business since 1960, Plantation Patterns employs 950 workers in Randolph County.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award.

Riley informed Jerry Lowe, the company’s human resources director, that the grant had been approved.
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