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Riley Grant Will Help Out-of-School Youth Find Careers
MONTGOMERY—Alabama Southern Community College will soon help out-of-school youth in three southwest Alabama counties finish their education and begin careers thanks to a $133,833 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The program will assist Choctaw, Washington and Wilcox county youth, ages 16-21, who have dropped out of school, are homeless or have run away from home. 
“A good education and solid skills training are essential to success in today’s workforce,” Riley said. “This program conducted by Alabama Southern will help participants find promising careers and realize brighter futures.”

Approximately 90 participants will enter the program in the coming year. Referrals will come from schools, adult education providers and community organizations.

Once in the program, participants will take tests to assess their education levels and vocational interests. Those who need further academic skills will be enrolled adult education classes.  

Participants who do not need further education will participate in career preparation activities including job shadowing and internships. Participants also will be placed in training courses to learn skills for high-demand jobs in the state. The youths will receive job counseling after completing the program.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award.
OWD Director Tim Alford notified John Johnson, president of Alabama Southern, that the grant had been approved.
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