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Riley Announces Grant to Develop Webb Recreational Park

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $50,000 grant to develop a recreational park in the town of Webb.

The town will build the park near the intersection of Otis Buie and Old Webb roads.  The easily accessible site will be developed to provide safer and more accommodating recreational opportunities to residents.

“A community’s quality of life can be greatly enhanced through outdoor recreation,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support development of this park which will expand opportunities for Webb residents to develop a healthful lifestyle.”

According to town officials, Webb’s existing park suffers from significant drainage problems and substandard lighting that pose threats to the safety of park users.  Additional problems are created by growing enrollment in recreational programs that overwhelm the capacity of the park.

The first phase of the new project will include four baseball and softball fields, a basketball court, lighting and fencing.  Town officials say future plans for the park include a walking trail, picnic areas, a pavilion and additional parking.

Riley notified Mayor Byrd Buie that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.  The city has committed at least $100,000 in additional funds to the project.

Congress created the LWCF program in 1964 to assist in the development and preservation of outdoor recreational facilities.  Since that time, projects in Houston County have benefited from almost $1.3 million provided by the program.  Riley has announced $770,000 in LWCF projects this year for 17 Alabama cities and counties.
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