[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Aug. 8, 2006








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant Will Assist Domestic Violence Victims in South Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Safe shelter will be available for domestic violence victims in Conecuh, Covington and Monroe counties thanks to an $89,423 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

With the funds, Opportunity House Inc. in Opp will operate a secure shelter and provide other services for domestic violence victims and their children.

“Victims escaping abusive situations need a safe refuge and professional support to rebuild their lives,” Riley said. “I commend Opportunity House for providing essential services that help victims overcome the traumatic effects of abuse.”
Opportunity House also provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, counseling, support groups and referrals to agencies that offer additional assistance. The organization’s court advocates prepare and support victims during legal proceedings.

Opportunity House gives presentations to area civic groups and churches to raise awareness of domestic violence and the services available at the organization for victims in the area.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed Gina Green, president of the organization’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $22,355 will supplement the award.
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