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Riley Grant Will Assist Domestic Violence Victims in East Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $81,383 grant to a nonprofit organization that gives a helping hand to domestic violence victims in Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.
The Domestic Violence Intervention Center in Opelika will use the funds to support its emergency shelter and other services for victims.

“The trauma experienced by domestic violence victims must be dealt with compassionately and professionally,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure that the center has the resources to provide the services victims need and deserve.”

The center provides counseling, support groups and referrals to agencies that offer additional assistance to help victims rebuild their lives. Legal advocates at the center support victims by accompanying them to court and answering their questions about the justice system.
The staff also provides prevention and response training to law enforcement personnel and conducts workshops across the five-county area to reach victims in need of services.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Tom O’Shea, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $20,340 will supplement the grant.
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