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Riley Awards Grant for Program to Assist Victims in Blount County
MONTGOMERY—Abuse victims in Blount County will have a helping hand in recovering from the crimes committed against them thanks to a $53,832 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
Blount County Children’s Center Inc. will use the funds to help children recover from sexual and physical abuse. As the only agency in Blount County that specializes in therapy for victims of abuse, the center also helps adults who were molested as children, domestic violence victims and victims of other traumatic crimes.  
 “The services provided by the Blount County Children’s Center help victims overcome the trauma and fear resulting from abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s staff for their dedication to assisting victims.”

Without intervention, victims often continue to suffer mental and physical problems, and many often become abusers of other people, center officials said. To help victims, the center offers individual and group therapy. Child abuse victims receive crisis counseling and have access to books and videos designed to assist their recovery.  

The center offers support services to law enforcement, prosecution, medical and social services representatives who meet at the center to review child abuse cases and to coordinate therapy, investigation and prosecution.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 

Riley informed Tyler Pickers, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $13,458 will supplement the grant.
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