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Riley Awards Grant to Combat Illegal Drugs in DeKalb County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,000 to the DeKalb County Commission to battle the sale, distribution and use of illegal drugs in the county.
With the grant, the DeKalb County Drug and Major Crimes Task Force will continue investigations and undercover operations that are essential to reducing illegal drug use, drug trafficking and violent crime associated with drugs.  
“Illegal drugs and drug-related crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend the task force’s efforts to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers, and I am pleased to support their efforts.”

The task force combines the resources of local law enforcement agencies to combat illegal drugs. Representatives from the district attorney’s office, the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Department and the Fort Payne Police Department make up the group.

Task force officials say they will focus on reducing the use and distribution of methamphetamine by finding and destroying local illegal labs that manufacture the drug. In 2005, task force agents destroyed 41 methamphetamine labs, arrested 43 people for manufacturing the drug and 223 people for possessing it. 

Agents also will focus on reducing a recent increase in cocaine and marijuana trafficking in the county.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Sid Holcomb, County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $50,000 will supplement the grant.
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