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Riley Grant to Replace Bayou La Batre Police Equipment 
Destroyed by Hurricane
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to help the Bayou La Batre Police Department upgrade and replace equipment destroyed during Hurricane Katrina.
With the funds, the police department will purchase equipment including a new electronic records management system enabling computerized copies of paper files.
“Hurricane Katrina’s destruction went far beyond structures to include even police records,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help Bayou La Batre police obtain a system that will safeguard these records in the event of another natural disaster.”
Damage to the city’s police station by Hurricane Ivan in 2004 forced the police department to relocate to a small trailer. The department took the equipment needed to perform basic duties, leaving paper files and other office equipment in the vacated building. In 2005, storm surge from Hurricane Katrina flooded the vacant police station building, destroying the older files left behind. The files are now lost because the department did not have the equipment to create electronic backups.
The police department will purchase new computer equipment, new filing cabinets and a new records management system with capabilities to make both electronic and paper copies of police records. The new system will ensure backup copies are made of all police records.  Police say the new records management system also will help the department stay up to date on traffic statistics, habitual offenders and drug areas. The equipment will be installed in a building being renovated to house the police station.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified Bayou La Batre Mayor Stan Wright of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $4,444 have been committed toward the purchase of the new equipment.
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