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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in Wiregrass

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $41,157 to a Dothan non-profit organization to assist child abuse victims in nine southeast Alabama counties.

The Wise Center for Child Abuse Prevention will use the grant to continue services for abused children and family members not involved in the abuse.  The center helps victims in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

“I commend the Wise Center for providing the kind of support and assistance these children need to heal the wounds of abuse,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure that these vital services continue.”

The center has helped thousands of children recover from abuse and neglect since 1978.  Services include individual, family and group counseling, youth enrichment activities, and violence prevention and anger management classes.

The center also provides educational programs to increase community awareness of child abuse and family violence.

Riley notified Tony Ellison, Wise Center board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $10,289 will supplement the award.
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