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New Safehouse Facility Will Open Kitchen Doors to Domestic Violence Victims with Help from Riley Grant

MONTGOMERY—Thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, a new domestic violence shelter will be able to offer victims in central Alabama a vital service: food.
The $39,838 grant will enable Safehouse to purchase kitchen equipment for the facility which began construction in April and will serve victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in Clay, Coosa and Shelby counties.  When completed, the facility will provide emergency shelter and transitional housing for up to 60 victims at a time, more than doubling the capacity of the current shelter according to Safehouse officials.
“Those who have been abused or assaulted have critical needs that must be met before they can recover and move forward,” Riley said.  “This grant will further the mission of Safehouse and ensure that a vital service is available to victims.”
Since 1989, Safehouse has helped victims by providing services such as counseling, legal assistance, childcare, job skills training, medical care and transportation.  Safehouse officials anticipate the new shelter will be in operation by February 2007.
Riley notified Doug Clark, Safehouse board chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $9,960 will supplement the award.
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