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Riley Awards $190,502 to Make West Alabama Roads Safer

MONTGOMERY—Statistics show that speeding, drunk driving and failure to use seat belt are the leading causes of traffic deaths in west Alabama. Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants to reduce highway deaths by increasing enforcement of laws targeting those causes.

The grants totaling $190,502 will enable the West Alabama Traffic Safety Office to continue coordinating efforts to reduce traffic-related injuries and deaths. The office, based at Shelton State Community College, serves Bibb, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marengo, Perry, Pickens, Sumter and Tuscaloosa counties. 

“Those who choose to drive while under the influence of drugs or alcohol needlessly endanger their lives and the lives of other motorists,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this effort to improve traffic safety by getting dangerous and irresponsible drivers off the road.”

To help reduce the number of deadly crashes, the safety office will pay overtime expenses for police officers to intensify enforcement of speeding and DUI laws during high-traffic periods including Labor Day and other holiday weekends. Local police departments also will set up periodic DUI checkpoints in the 10-county area. 

The traffic safety office also presents educational programs to students in area schools. Elementary school students learn basic road safety rules. Programs for middle and high school students focus on the dangers and consequences of drunken driving and refusing to wear a seat belt.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. Riley informed Dr. Richard Rogers, Shelton State president, that the grants had been approved.
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