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Riley Awards $160,000 for Tuscaloosa Drug Task Force
MONTGOMERY— A specialized task force will continue its fight against the sale and use of illegal drugs in Tuscaloosa County thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The $160,000 grant will help the West Alabama Narcotics Task Force maintain its offensive to take illegal drugs off the street, arrest drug dealers and reduce drug-related crimes.
“Drugs and crime go hand-in-hand, so to fight crime we must continue aggressive efforts at the local level to remove illegal drugs from our communities,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to join the task force in sending the message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated and that those who distribute them will be caught and punished.”

The task force provides equipment and data that officers need to battle illegal drugs and drug-related crime throughout the county. The agency assists state and federal agencies and task forces in other counties. In addition to investigating drug cases, the task force also conducts drug-awareness campaigns in area schools.

The task force includes representatives from the Tuscaloosa and Northport police departments, the Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the University of Alabama Public Safety Department.   

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 
Riley informed Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox of the grant’s approval. Local funding of $160,000 has been committed to the task force.
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