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Riley Awards $125,415 to Assist Domestic Violence Victims
MONTGOMERY— A nonprofit center will help domestic violence victims in three counties escape abusive situations and rebuild their lives thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $125,415 grant will enable Rose Haven Center for Domestic Violence to continue providing services for victims in Cherokee, DeKalb and Etowah counties.
“Domestic violence victims need timely, professional help to overcome the traumatic effects of abuse,” Riley said. “I commend Rose Haven for assisting victims at a time when they need it most.”
The center operates a safe, secure 16-bed emergency shelter for victims and their children. While at the shelter, victims are offered counseling, support groups and referrals to agencies that may provide additional assistance. Victims’ children receive counseling at the shelter. Rose Haven also assists victims through its 24-hour crisis hotline.
 The center’s prevention activities include extensive training programs for law enforcement agencies, advocacy groups and civic and religious organizations, as well as educational programs presented in schools, hospitals and health departments. 
Since opening in 1985, the center has sheltered more than 5,200 victims of domestic violence and responded to more than 17,000 calls to its crisis line.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Shirley Cardwell, president of Rose Haven’s board of directors, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $31,353 will supplement the grant.
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