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Riley Awards $123,177 to Improve Traffic Safety 

in Northeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Statistics show that speeding, drunk driving and lack of seat belt use are the leading causes of traffic deaths in Alabama. Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants aimed at reducing highway deaths in northeast Alabama by increasing enforcement of laws targeting those causes.

The Northeast Alabama Highway Safety office will use the grants totaling $123,177 to coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce the number of automobile crashes that result in injuries or deaths. The office serves Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson and Marshall counties.

“Those who speed or choose to drive while under the influence of drugs or alcohol needlessly endanger their lives and the lives of other motorists,” Riley said. “I am proud to support this coordinated effort to make highways in northeast Alabama safer.”
Regional law enforcement agencies will increase enforcement of DUI, seat belt and speeding laws by conducting checkpoints and additional patrols during high-traffic periods including holidays and weekends. Extra focus will be put on “hotspots” where crashes most often occur. Safety office officials say many of these danger zones are on rural two-lane highways.
In 2004, the most recent year statistics are available, drivers under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs were involved in 6,663 crashes in Alabama, according to the CARE Research and Development Lab at the University of Alabama.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. 
The Etowah County Commission will act as the fiscal agent for the grants. Riley informed Patrick Sims, Etowah County chief executive officer, that the grants had been approved.
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