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Riley Grant will Assist Child Abuse Victims in Cullman County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $115,723 to a nonprofit organization that helps victims of child abuse in Cullman County recover and rebuild their lives.
The Child Advocacy Center of Cullman will use the grant to provide services to victims of physical and sexual abuse and family members not involved in the abuse. 
“Children who have been abused need and deserve professional assistance,” Riley said. “I commend the Child Advocacy Center of Cullman for offering a helping hand to these victims at a time they need it most.”
The center works with representatives from mental health, law enforcement and other agencies to help victims recover from the effects of abuse. Center staff members interview victims about the details of the abuse for use in criminal investigations. In 2005, the center conducted 210 investigative interviews and provided counseling to 100 children.

Staff members also prepare victims and their families for the trial process and court appearances. Legal advocates based at the organization accompany victims to court and give them support throughout the criminal justice process.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified Prue Hassell, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $28,930 will supplement the award.
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