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Riley Awards Grant for Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Dale County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $114,000 to help reduce the distribution and use of illegal drugs in Dale County.
The grant will enable the Wiregrass Violent Crime/Drug Task Force, a multi-jurisdictional agency, to sustain its offensive to take illegal drugs off the street, arrest drug dealers and reduce drug-related crimes. 
“By combining personnel, equipment and intelligence gathering, the task force has been successful in tracking down and prosecuting those who sell and use illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I commend the unit for its efforts to protect Dale County communities from the menace of illegal drugs.”
Task force agents conduct undercover investigations to break up drug distribution networks.  Within Dale County, the unit investigates shootings, robberies and domestic disturbances that have drug connections.  Representatives from the Dale County Sheriff’s Office, the district attorney’s office and the police departments of Daleville and Ozark participate in the task force.

The task force also participates in joint investigations with state, federal and other local agencies in an effort to curtail illegal drug activity in southeast Alabama.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified Ozark Mayor Bob Bunting that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $114,000 will supplement the grant.
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