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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in Four Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $112,914 grant for a program that gives domestic violence victims in north Alabama hope as they escape from abusive situations and begin the healing process.
Crisis Services of North Alabama will use the funds to support the Hope Place family violence shelter and other programs.  These services assist victims in Jackson, Limestone, Madison and Morgan counties.
“Crisis Services provides crucial assistance to victims of domestic violence who need and deserve an opportunity to escape abuse and rebuild their lives,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support a program that helps victims overcome the traumatic effects of abuse.”
Hope Place has provided safe and confidential short-term shelter for thousands of victims since opening its doors in 1983.  The center also assists domestic abuse victims by providing a 24-hour crisis line, education and employment opportunities, advice on health and safety issues, and support throughout legal proceedings.
In 2005, Hope Place sheltered 189 women and 153 children and responded to 6,361 crisis calls. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley informed Tony Smith, Crisis Services board president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $28,228 will supplement the award. 
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