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Riley Awards Grant to Troy Nursing Program 

to Enhance Medical Skills and Save Lives  

MONTGOMERY— A pair of dummies will make for smarter nurses and saved lives thanks to a $115,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The grant will enable nursing schools at Troy University to purchase two life-sized, computerized mannequins capable of simulating illnesses. Students will be required to accurately diagnosis symptoms displayed by the dummies, also known as emergency care simulators, and provide appropriate treatment. 

“Rapid response by emergency personnel often can mean the difference between life and death,” Riley said. “This program will prepare nurses to respond more quickly, confidently and accurately in emergency situations and that will save lives.” 

The emergency care simulators can be programmed to exhibit a wide range of realistic symptoms displayed through features that include blinking eyes, beating hearts, breathing sounds, blood pressure and pulse rates. Simulators also can be programmed to respond positively or negatively to medications and medical procedures conducted by students. 

The simulators will be available for nurse training on several Troy campuses in southeast and central Alabama. 

Riley notified Chancellor Jack Hawkins that the grant had been approved. The grant, made available through state funds, is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division.
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