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Riley Awards Grants to Make Highways Safer

in South-central Alabama 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $125,027 to improve traffic safety make in eight south-central Alabama counties.  
The two grants, awarded to the Central Alabama Regional Highway Safety Office, will be used to support special traffic checkpoints, increased police patrols and related law enforcement efforts to reduce drunken driving and ensure motorists are obeying state seatbelt and child restraint laws. 
“These grants will enable officers to increase their presence on the highways and take unsafe drivers off of them,” Riley said. “Let this be a warning: You drink and drive or break other traffic laws that endanger the safety of others and you will be caught and prosecuted.”

Funds will be used to pay overtime to increase the presence of law enforcement officers on the roads. Public safety agencies will especially increase patrols on weekends and major holidays when more motorists are on the roads. In addition, they will be concentrating in areas that have had a high number of crashes.
Riley notified Montgomery Mayor Bobby Bright that the grants had been approved. The city of Montgomery is the disbursement agency for the highway safety office. The highway office is composed of law enforcement agencies in the eight-county region. 
The grants are being administered by the Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.  Funds were made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
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