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Riley Announces Grants for Two Etowah County Parks 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley announced grants totaling $83,000 to increase outdoor recreational opportunities in two Etowah County towns.  
Rainbow City was awarded a $50,000 grant to make improvements at a sports complex while the town of Southside was awarded a $33,000 grant to purchase land for a park. 

“Outdoor recreational facilities not only provide healthful recreation for Alabamians, they also breathe new life into communities,” Riley said. “I am pleased to play a role in providing these funds.”
Rainbow City will use grant funds to build several baseball and softball fields at Vivian Lee Maddox Sports Complex. The project will include fencing and supplying water to the area. 

Southside officials will spend their grant to help purchase 11 acres and build a playground and picnic area. The town is also considering building a trail at the site. 

Riley notified Mayors Terry John Calhoun of Rainbow City and Wally Burns of Southside that the grants had been approved. Each town is providing matching funds equal to or greater than the grants. 
The grants were made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. The LWCF program was created in 1965 by Congress to assist states to develop recreational facilities. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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