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Riley Announces $25,900 to Build Outdoor Stage in Ft. Payne
MONTGOMERY – A $25,900 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley will expand opportunities for outdoor leisure in Fort Payne and enhance the city’s oldest park. 

Plans call for an outdoor stage and storage area to be built at the location of a former tennis court at Union Park. The elevated stage will also double as a picnic pavilion. 
“This project not only will resuscitate an old park, it also will encourage residents to get outside and enjoy Alabama’s wonderful climate,” Riley said. “I am pleased to play a role in providing these funds.” 

Another pavilion at the park has served as a stage for some performances, but is too small for many events. The new stage will be built at the edge of the old tennis court and the court area will be used as the seating area.  

Riley notified Mayor William H. Jordan that the grant had been approved. The city is providing the required 50 percent match of $25,900 for the project. 

The grant was made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. The LWCF program was created in 1965 by Congress to assist states to develop recreational facilities. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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