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Riley Awards Grant to Expand Chilton County Trail Park 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to significantly increase the size of a rural park that features trails for off-road vehicles, mountain bikes and horseback riding. 

The Recreational Trails grant will be used to expand Minooka Park in Chilton County. Additional acreage will be purchased to increase the size of the park from 254 to 365 acres and will result in the development of 10 miles of new trails and other features. 
“This park is helping to meet the needs of trail sports in Alabama and may soon become a prime destination for outdoor enthusiasts from across the Southeast,” Riley said. “I am pleased to award this grant.”

In addition to the 111-acre expansion, plans call for the construction of three picnic pavilions and completion of interior work on an educational building along with connections for water, sewer and electrical service. Safety courses will be taught in the building.  Additional parking will be developed to accommodate the expansion.  
The park also includes a lake and a walking area. Plans are being made to provide an area for camping and recreational vehicles. 
Riley notified Joe Headley, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The county is providing $25,000 in local funding for the project. 
Funds for the Recreational Trails program are made available to the state by the Federal Highway Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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