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Riley Awards Grant to Enable Calhoun Company 

to Conserve Energy by Using Byproduct 
MONTGOMERY— A Calhoun County lumber company will be able to convert waste wood into an energy source thanks to a $75,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.   
Bennett Lumber Co. will use the wood-burning system to produce steam necessary to operate kilns used for drying lumber. The wood chips used in the system are a byproduct of timber processed by the Piedmont plant. 

“This grant will enable an Alabama company to conserve energy and cut costs,” Riley said. “Not only will this make productive use of a waste product, but the energy savings also will enable the company to expand operations and hire additional employees.”
The installation of the biomass energy system will decrease the plant’s use of natural gas as the main source of operating kilns. 
The grant was funded from the state’s oil overcharge funds. The oil overcharge fund resulted from restitution awarded to Alabama and other states in the 1980s from violations by oil companies of federal price controls. The grant will be administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Energy, Weatherization and Technology division. 
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