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Riley Awards Grant for Worker Training in Selma
MONTGOMERY— Workers at an apparel manufacturing plant in the Black Belt will learn new skills, boost their job security and help their company maintain government contracts thanks to a $50,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The grant will enable American Apparel Inc. in Selma to train 55 employees in areas to help the company increase productivity and meet contractual requirements. The company is under contract with the Defense Supply Center to manufacture uniforms for the U.S. Army and Marine Corps. American Apparel will pay $227,641 of the training cost. 
“Well-trained employees are essential for a company to remain competitive in today’s economy,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to provide these funds to help workers at an Alabama plant learn the latest skills in efficient production.”
The training will include courses in quality standards and LEAN manufacturing, a technique that streamlines production to eliminate waste. By completing the training, the company will be eligible to pursue certification by the International Organization for Standardization, a requirement in many contracts.
Workers who complete the training will increase their earning potential and learn additional marketable work skills, company officials said.

The Alabama Technology Network Center of Alexander City will conduct the training over a 12-month period. Workers who complete the training will teach other plant employees the new methods.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award.

OWD Director Tim Alford notified Charles Barrett, the plant’s director of production control, that the grant had been approved.
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