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Riley Awards Grant for Worker Training at Pell City Plant
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to help workers at a St. Clair County plant upgrade their job skills and increase their earning potential.
The $3,600 grant will enable Gorbel Inc. to provide training in overhead crane operations to 34 employees at its Pell City facility. Gorbel manufactures a variety of cranes used by factories and businesses to move loads of up to 4,000 pounds. The company will contribute $4,583 toward the training costs.
“By increasing workers’ skill levels, this training will help Gorbel remain competitive in today’s fast-paced global economy,” Riley said.
The training classes will give employees hands-on experience in operating the cranes and a general overview of crane safety. Gorbel officials say having properly trained operators will result in increased safety and efficiency at the plant. Crane America Services will conduct training over a four-month period. 

Employees who complete the training will gain more work responsibilities which will increase their job security, company officials said.
Based in New York, Gorbel opened its Pell City plant in 1996. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award.

OWD Director Tim Alford notified John Leigeber, plant manager, that the grant had been approved.
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