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Riley Awards $312,469 to Help East Alabama Prepare 
for New Jobs at Fort Benning
MONTGOMERY— Thousands of jobs are coming to Fort Benning in the next few years, and Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $312,469 grant to help Alabama residents in nearby Barbour, Lee and Russell Counties take advantage of job growth opportunities.
The Phenix City-Russell County Chamber of Commerce will hire consultants to create a workforce development plan for properly training and educating workers to fill the positions. The jobs are coming as a result of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission’s decision to relocate the Army’s Armor Center and School to Fort Benning near Columbus, Ga., and just across the Alabama state line. As many as 30,000 new residents are expected to move the area when the center relocates. 
 “This relocation will bring tremendous job opportunities and economic expansion to eastern Alabama,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to provide these funds to ensure that Alabama workers are prepared to gain the maximum economic benefit.”
The workforce plan will identify the skill requirements needed for the new jobs. Planners will inventory all existing educational and job training programs in the area and examine ways to expand them or start new programs to address job training needs. The plan also will determine the cost of starting or expanding training programs.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award.

OWD Director Tim Alford notified Victor Cross, Chamber of Commerce president, of the grant’s approval.
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