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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Illegal Drugs

in Three West Alabama Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $145,750 to support the 24th Judicial Circuit Drug/Violent Crime Task Force in its fight against the trafficking, distribution and use of illegal drugs in three west Alabama counties.

The grant will help continue operations of the multi-jurisdictional unit that serves Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties.  The task force is made up of agents from the three county sheriff’s offices, police departments in Gordo, Reform, Carrollton, Aliceville, Fayette, Sulligent, Vernon and Kennedy and the district attorney’s office.

“Illegal drug activities and drug-related crimes threaten the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “This grant will help the task force continue its commendable work to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers.”

The task force combines the resources of local law enforcement agencies and works with surrounding task forces as well as area, state and federal agencies to reduce the sale and use of illegal drugs. In 2005, task force agents located and dismantled 33 methamphetamine labs.

Riley notified William Latham, chairman of the Pickens County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of at least $145,750 will supplement the award.
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