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Riley Awards $102,898 to Assist Abuse Victims
MONTGOMERY—Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in Cullman and two surrounding  counties will have help escaping from abusive situations thanks to grants totaling $102,898 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
With the two grants, Victim Services of Cullman Inc. will continue providing a variety of resources to help victims recover from abuse and rebuild their lives. The organization assists victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in Cullman County and sexual assault victims in Marshall and Winston counties.
“Victim Services provides safe refuge and professional help for victims of abuse who may not have anywhere else to go,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this vital program that helps victims escape violent situations.”
The organization offers temporary emergency shelter, a 24-hour telephone crisis line, weekly support groups and counseling to victims, who also receive assistance and support during legal proceedings.

In addition, Victim Services works to increase public awareness of abuse and its consequences through public service announcements, civic club presentations and workshops.  The organization also trains law enforcement officers, medical personnel and others to respond properly to calls for help from abuse victims.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the funds.

Riley informed Deborah Tucker, chairman of the center’s board, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $25,724 will supplement the grants.

--30--




Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Doni M. Ingram


Acting Director








State of Alabama








