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Riley Announces Grant to Help Increase Alabama Exports
MONTGOMERY— A $57,440 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will help Alabama businesses take advantage of growing commercial opportunities in Asia and Central America.  

With the Appalachian Regional Commission grant, The Alabama Development Office will start a three-phase program to help businesses explore export opportunities. The program will target companies located in the 37 Alabama counties that are part of the Appalachian mountain region.

“Increasing exports from Alabama’s industries creates new jobs and new opportunities for our state’s workers,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this effort to strengthen our economy further by helping Alabama companies enter growing markets overseas.”


In the program’s first phase, ADO’s International Trade Division will conduct a series of workshops to educate companies in Alabama’s Appalachian region about existing export opportunities. ADO will then arrange meetings between representatives of Alabama businesses and potential international business partners. The program’s third phase will consist of workshops to help Alabama companies determine their next steps. ADO also will develop a database of contacts gained from the meetings for companies to use. 

ADO officials say many goods made in the region have export potential, including construction equipment and materials, industrial machinery, information technology systems and chemicals. 

Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Hilda Lockhart, director of ADO’s International Trade Division, that the grant had been approved.

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. 
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