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Governor Riley Awards Grant to Aid in Forensic Testing 
MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley has awarded funds to the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences for the purchase of new equipment that is designed to reduce the backlog of forensic investigations.

Funding of $142,240 will be used to purchase two semi-automated Solid Phase Extraction systems for regional laboratories in Birmingham and Mobile. The systems allow for a more rapid and less expensive method to extract drugs, alcohol and poisons from biological specimens. The current process of manual liquid-to-liquid extraction is more labor intensive and slower.

“This new equipment provides investigators with a faster and more economical method of doing their jobs. That’s going to help reduce the backlog, solve more crimes and bring more investigations to a conclusion,” Governor Riley said. “The role Forensic Sciences plays in public safety is essential, and Alabama benefits when the department is given better tools its workers need to perform their important duties.”

Taylor Noggle, director of the Department of Forensic Sciences, said his agency is excited to have this new technology. “The isolation of drugs from body fluids and tissues will be accomplished much more rapidly and efficiently,” he said.

The funds awarded by Governor Riley were made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice.
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