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Appalachian Regional Commission to Meet in Huntsville 

to Discuss Regional Energy Issues 

MONTGOMERY—An Appalachian Regional Commission advisory council will meet Thursday (July 13) in Huntsville for the last of three meetings to discuss energy-related issues affecting the 13-state ARC region. The meeting is open to the public, and will be held at the Early Works Children’s Museum from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The focus of the meeting will be renewable energy resources. Previous meetings in Morgantown, W.Va. and Oak Ridge, Tenn. centered on fossil fuels and energy conservation.

The results of the discussions will be incorporated into an “energy blueprint” that addresses job creation, energy production and conservation in the Appalachian region.

The meetings are co-sponsored by the Oak Ridge Center for Advanced Studies and include speakers with energy-related backgrounds and expertise. ORCAS is a consortium of research universities, governmental agencies, non-profit agencies and private industries set up to advance energy and technology. 
 “It is imperative that we explore the most efficient use of our domestic energy supplies while aggressively seeking cost-effective, alternative energy sources,” said Gov. Bob Riley, one of 13 governors in the region to call for the energy assessment.  “I applaud the Appalachian Regional Commission for taking a bold step toward addressing this issue.” 

Terri Adams, director of the Energy, Weatherization and Technology division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, is representing Alabama on the council. 
The Huntsville meeting will feature discussions by Richard Peltz, ARC alternate federal co-chair, and Paul Gilman, director of the Oak Ridge Center for Advanced Studies. The meeting also will include a roundtable discussion. 

ARC was created by Congress in 1965 to address issues affecting the Appalachian region, including economic development, poverty, education and health care. Thirty-seven counties in Alabama are part of ARC and eligible for grants and assistance from the organization. 
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