[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, June 26, 2006








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Russell County Company Awarded Training Funds by Riley 
Grant to Increase Efficiency, Enhance Employee Earning Potential
MONTGOMERY—A $43,548 grant will enable workers at a Pittsview manufacturer to learn valuable new skills that will enhance their earning potential by making their company more efficient and competitive.

The grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will be used by Pitts Enterprises to train 60 employees in manufacturing practices that will raise quality standards, streamline production and reduce waste.

“Workers who strengthen their skills become more valuable to their employer and therefore increase their earning potential,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to work with Pitts Enterprises to make this opportunity available and help employees improve their quality of life.”

Workers armed with the new skills will be equipped to implement modern and efficient production practices at the facility, such as lean manufacturing principles and value stream mapping.  Company officials say these practices should boost the company’s market viability.

Pitts Enterprises, in business since 1976, manufactures trailers for the logging and heavy equipment transportation industries.  The company will contribute an additional $43,550 for the training.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Jeff B. Pitts, president of Pitts Enterprises, that the grant had been approved.
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